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Community Advisory Committee members, 

The Oregon State Bar is among those facing considerable impact from the new SW Corridor 74th Avenue 
alignment plan. As of this writing, we have only been provided rough sketches overlaid on google earth 
of these new alignments. Based on these overlays, however, the proposed new alignments appear to 
eliminate much of the bar’s office building parking, which would render the valuable office 
improvements unusable, would prohibit the bar from adequately performing our public protection 
mission, and would have an adverse economic impact on the local community. We urge this Steering 
Committee to maintain its commitment to the previously approved Local Preferred Alternative (LPA). 

The Oregon State Bar is an instrumentality of the Oregon Judicial Branch and performs a number of 
public service functions for Oregonians from its office building at 16037 SW Upper Boones Ferry Road. 
Our responsibilities include regulation of the legal profession, oversight of the distribution of state funds 
to legal aid providers, and improving the administration of justice and the provision of legal services.  

Because we were not notified about the proposed new alignment until very recently, we have had no 
ability to weigh in on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) phase or Metro land use 
approval phase of this project. In fact, upon review of these documents we note that the earlier designs 
of the project do not impact our facility. Our concerns with the proposed new alignment include (1) the 
impact on our ability to advance our public protection mission, (2) a lack of due process; (3) the failure 
to properly address the least private injury and greatest public good with the new proposed alignments; 



(4) the value the Oregon State Bar has brought to the Tigard/Tualatin neighborhood over the past 10 
years.  

We urge you to move forward with the LPA that was approved by Metro through the land use process 
utilizing the DEIS and also approved by the Tigard City Council on Nov 13, 2018, rather than shifting 
plans at this late stage to an alternative that is incompatible with the greatest public good.  

The Oregon State Bar Building and Mission 

The OSB Center was constructed in 2008. The location was chosen specifically on the south side of 
Portland to provide easy access for the 20,000 lawyers who are licensed by the OSB, members of the 
Supreme Court who oversee much of our work, and for members of the public whom we serve. Our 
membership and service are statewide, and visitors to our offices are coming from a wide geographic 
reach with no viable public transportation option. Light rail to the region will not change this fact. 

The site was designed as a conference center and meeting room destination. The Oregon State Bar 
provides dozens of bar groups a convenient and accessible location to meet regularly to support and 
maintain a healthy justice system in Oregon. These include regulatory and governance bodies, sections, 
committees, and task forces. The building has also become a sought after meeting room rental space for 
the region. Finally, we host dozens of education seminars each year. In 2018, these meetings and 
seminars brought 10,000 – 12,000 visitors here from across the state. The design and location of the 
building, and the parking footprint were carefully considered in 2008 with these needs in mind. 

In short, when we located here 10 years ago, this site and the full footprint of our property were an 
essential part of our decision-making process. We have a unique need to be able to host frequent and 
large gatherings at our site to serve our statewide members and the public, and both our building and 
our parking are essential to those functions. 

Impact on Tigard/Tualatin Businesses  

Over the past 10 years, the OSB has embraced its Tigard/Tualatin neighborhood, and brought 
considerable value to the area. With more than 165 employees (and an additional 34 through our 
tenants), we are among the largest employers being affected by this decision. Importantly, the impact is 
not just to the existing structure on site. The majority of our staff live locally and are engaged in the 
schools, professional services, and civic groups in the area. Thus, the rippling effect of the Oregon State 
Bar being required to relocate will impact not only our work environment, but the lives of our 
employees and their families into the community.  

Furthermore, our programs, services and conference space bring an additional 10,000 – 12,000 visitors 
to this neighborhood annually to enjoy the hotels, shops and restaurants in the immediate vicinity of our 
center. We are not just another office building, but a destination for many of our visitors that feed the 
economic vitality of the Tigard/Tualatin area. 

Lack of Due Process 

As we shared in a brief conference call on March 14, 2019 we are disappointed by the lack of notice or 
due process afforded to the stakeholders in this impactful decision. Although we were advised that 
TriMet provided public notice to impacted property owners in January, we only became aware of the 
new project options on March 7, 2019. This notice amounts to nothing more than an imprecise graphic 



of a possible footprint, and the later opportunity to attend a Community Advisory meeting where we 
were offered one minute of public comment.  

If we correctly understand the process moving forward, TriMet is proposing open house meetings for 
March 28 and April 2, 2019 (where there is no opportunity for public comment), followed by an 
additional Community Advisory Committee meeting on April 4, where we may be afforded another one 
or two minutes for public comment. A decision is scheduled for May 8, 2019 which, if it abandons the 
72nd Ave LPA, will be made without a complete analysis of the public impact.  

The OSB is fully supportive of the overall objective of public transport to the Tigard/Tualatin area, and 
we believe that the vetted Local Preferred Alternative is the better course. Not only does it utilize public 
right of way for much of its route, but unlike these newer alignments, it was a part of the required 
environmental assessment process and METRO’s land use process. After a several year process to arrive 
at the 72nd Ave LPA, TriMet is rushing into to a new plan with just two months of public process; a wholly 
insufficient opportunity for stakeholders to be heard.   

Adherence to Oregon law 

For good reason, Oregon law establishes a high bar for land being condemned or seized for public use. 
Specifically, there is a clear requirement that such projects are planned in a manner which will be most 
compatible with the greatest public good and the least private injury. The 74th Avenue alignment plan 
appears to render the Oregon State Bar improvements unusable.  Thus, the Bar will be unable to 
adequately perform its statewide mission of public protection and service. This must be a subject of 
careful consideration under law. 

The law also has specific requirements for studies of the environmental impact of public projects. While 
a study was conducted for the LPA, given this short time frame there is clearly no intention to update to 
adequately address the new route in a new DEIS.  Given its proximity to Fanno Creek and possible 
impact on the Tualatin River, the stewardship of this riparian area should demand an impact analysis as 
well as the impact to the numerous businesses along this new route.  

I want to reiterate that the OSB is fully supportive of the objective of public transport to the Tigard area. 
We believe, however, that the already agreed-upon 72nd Avenue Local Preferred Alternative is the 
better course.  

We are available to offer further input at any time, and we look forward to supporting an option that is 
not detrimental to the Oregon State Bar’s mission, or to the value we bring to this neighborhood.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely yours, 

 

Helen M. Hierschbiel 
Chief Executive Officer  
Oregon State Bar 

CC: Cynthia Fraser, Esq. 


